
BROADCASTING 

Another Page for Histo ry 

At 12 a.m., EDT, on Jun e I , station 
WGFM in Schene ctad y add ed another his­
toric first to th e long list of pioneering 
achievementi, drawn up by General Elec­
tri c's broad cas ting operations in Schenec­
tady. WGFM kep t pace with sister station s 
WGY (one of th e nation 's first ten radio 
stations), and WRGB (one of the earlie st 
broad caster s of regularly -scheduled tele­
vision shows ). by becoming the first sta­
tion in the nation to send out an FM 
ste reocast under FCC-approvt>d standard s. 

Unlike former stereo hroadcasts (or 
simulca sts), the new sy~tem- developed 
by General Electri~ and adopted as the 
industry sla.ndard by the Federa l Com­
mun icalion~ Commi ssion in April (The 
Monogram, May 1961, p. 8) - uses a sin­
gle radio frequen cy which is picked up by 
a single FM receiver . It superimpo ses one 
signa l in a "piggyhack'' fai,hion over an• 
other. allowing for two-channel audio 
reprodu ction . FM ~tereo ma y alter the · 
future of radio broad cas ting , and give FM 
programm ing the boost it's been looking 
for for 20 years. 

On FM stereo's memorable midnight 
debut. WGY staff announcer Pat Ryan 
opened the show by introdu cing jazz buff 
Dave Kidd ( an acco untant at Pitt sfield's 
Di stribution Tran sformer Department. 
and reg ular host on his own WGFM 
show) , who selecte d an instrumental ar­
rangement of "All or Nothing al All" for 
the histori c opening numher. 

Tribut e, In a broad cas t interview , Radio 
. and Televi sion Division Gen eral Manager 

He rshne r Cross said the event was a trib­
ute to free enterprise. noting that "a man 
forced to flee his homeland by Communist 
oppression •.. led the way to the technica l 
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breakthroug h that made possib le the pro­
gram ." It was Hungari an-born Anta l 
Csicsatka of Radio Receive r Depart ment, 
who headed up the enginee ring effort . 
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